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‘American Idol’ Finale: Judges,

Fellow Contestants Sing Praises
of Maddie Poppe

Voters crowned singer-songwriter Maddie Poppe the newest winner of “American Idol” on
Monday night, bringing the show's first season on ABC to a close.

Part two of the finale included performances some top-shelf artists. The night kicked off with
judge Lionel Richie joined by the top ten Idols, performing his song “All Night Long,” followed by
acts from Patti Labelle who sang a duet of her eponymous group’s hit “Lady Marmalade” with
former contestant Ada Vox. There were also performances by fellow judges Katy Perry and
Luke Bryan, along with Nick Jonas, Leann Rimes, Bebe Rexha, Gary Clark Jr., Darius Rucker,
and Yolanda Adams.

Special performances included a guest spot from Jimmy Kimmel, as well as Kermit the Frog,
who sang the 1979 song “Rainbow Connection™ as a duet with Poppe.

The winner was in shock after the big announcement, “I don’t have many words to say | just, |
feel so overwhelmed and | just can't even believe, you know | felt like | was kind of an underdog
for a while. | really did because my music is not mainstream, and so to know that | pulled this
off just doing what | love and | didn't have to change myself is pretty incredible. And the thing is
| remember a year ago | was playing in a coffee shop for six people, and | just, | wanted to give
up. | didn’t see this going anywhere and | was afraid, and just to know a year later if | could go
back and tell myself, you're the winner of ‘American Idol,” | wouldn't believe it,” she said.



Former contestants, including Poppe’s roommates on the show, Catie
Turner and Jurnee, congratulated the winner.

“She did it, America came through and voted for the most deserving girl,
ever. I'm so happy,” Turner said.

Jurnee agreed, “We were so happy, [Catie] was crying, we love [Maddie]
so much we can't even believe it.”

Poppe’s boyfriend and second place winner, Hutchinson, said he was
surprised to make it as far as he did in the competition, “I absolutely was,
| was shocked that | got into the top three. | think part of me just always
kind of was ready to talk myself into like, ‘Okay | may not make it this far
but I'll be alright,” and it was incredible. And being able to stand by her is
like, the best.”

Country powerhouse Gabby Barrett took third place after being
eliminated during the first hour.

“Maddie 100% deserves to be first place runner, | love her to death. | told Maddie from the beginning, even
during Hollywood week when we first started, | was like ‘Oh, | love your voice so much you gave me goose
bumps,’ every time she sang. So | truly give props to her and congratulate her on everything and all her
success and being the winner.”

When asked if she would have done anything different, Barrett said, “I would probably change the last
couple songs that | did yesterday. | did ‘Don’t Stop Believin” [by Journey] and ‘Little Red Wagon' [by
Miranda Lambert]. | would probably change ‘Little Red Wagon' to ‘The Climb’ [by Miley Cyrus] or the
Whitney Houston song [‘| Have Nothing’] again because ‘Little Red Wagon’ was more of a performance
song. After | did it | was like, ‘Why am | doing a performance song when it's based on singing?’ Like the best
singing you can do, | mean it is about performance but it's a lot about singing so | would definitely change
that. But | want to say I'm really happy with how everything turned out, | couldn’t be happier.”



