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he fact that songs like ‘Hypnotic’

are making their way around the

worldissome kind of magic,” says

singer-songwriter Zella Day, of the
hitsingle that catalyzed her rising stardom.
The 20-year-old from Arizona released
her buzzy debut album, Kicker, in June,
but she got her start performing in her
family’s coffee shop as a kid. “It was the
only place in town with live music, so I
grewupinanenvironmentof musicians,”
she explains. “I fell in love with the stage,
as small as it was, at an early age”

It’s safe to say Zella knows who she is.
Thanks to her roots, there’s a hint of
homegrown humble pie infusedinto her
otherwise sexy sound. She cites the
bewitching Stevie Nicks and bohemian
Joni Mitchell as sources of inspiration,
which isunsurprising fora budding artist
whose voice and style already harness a
strong undercurrent of natural-born
identity. Like many of her idols, Zella
prefers writing music inisolation, soshe’s
quicklylearninghowtojuggle hermethod
with her growing celebrity and busy tour
schedule. “Because 'm in a different hotel
room every night, it’s hard for me to feel
comfortable enough to just let go and
create like nobody’s listening.
There’s always somebody
listening on the road. You always
have company,” Zella says,
proving she’s less like the typical
music-scene millennialand more
like an old soul who appreciates
the smaller things in life.

These days, she’s living with
fellow recording artist Garrett
Borns (aka Berns) in Silver Lake,
California. “Imoved here because
Ineededtobe closerto the music,
and ever since then everything
has changed on pace for the
better,” Zella says, sounding
prepared for a fast track that’s
nothing short of inevitable. With
her strong sense of envy-inducing style
and indie-infused pop anthems, she is
sure to secure a place of heavy rotation
onall of your future playlists. —M.L.
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GONE WITH
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M Missoni
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At left: a personal Polaroid
from an upcoming music
video. Below: Zella performs
at Firefly Music Festival.
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