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Stefano is already an idol. 

 

Music industry sages had their eye on the 2010 "American Idol" Top 10 finalist from the first moment he took the national stage. His combination of kind heart and good looks, of sleek R&B chops and Latin fire, made Stefano a fan favorite, with Idol judge Jennifer Lopez at one point telling him simply, "You’re hot. I love you. That’s all." But that’s not all. Stefano is now set to make the idolization complete with "I’m On a Roll," his premiere single from Hollywood Records. 

　
It’s hard to imagine a more aptly titled song than "I’m On a Roll." That’s because he is. After the American Idol tour last summer, Stefano made the rounds of the national media, and was simultaneously courted by several labels. Ultimately, he signed with Hollywood, and got straight to work on his debut album. 

　
For this first single, Stefano teamed up with Rock Mafia, the unstoppable hit machine headed by songwriter-producers Tim James and Antonina Armato. The duo worked with Stefano once before, producing his stunning "American Idol" rendition of "If You Don’t Know Me By Now." That foundation led to an equally fruitful collaboration this time around. 

　
"It’s very important to have a good relationship with people you work with closely," Stefano says. "Having Antonina -- so full of love while bringing out the best traits in yourself -- and Tim, who always makes sure you execute in the right way, was a blessing." 

　
Hip-Hop duo, New Boyz, also joined Stefano on the new single. An upbeat pop anthem with an R&B influence, "I’m On a Roll" paints a picture of the singer’s new life in L.A. Judging from this thrill-ride of a track, Stefano is cruising in the fast lane and stepping on the gas. 

　
"Me being such a positive person and having such a good time, this was something we wanted to do," he says of the single, which he co-wrote with Rock Mafia. "Why not come out positive?"


That bright spirit comes easily to Stefano, who has packed a lot of living, and a lot of music, into his 23 years. The half-Italian/half-Hispanic Seattle native grew up with the best possible musical education, courtesy of his father, musician/songwriter Ernie Langone. Thanks to his dad, Stefano was exposed to everything, from opera and Motown, to jazz and Latin staples. "My father is an incredible musician," Stefano says. "A virtuoso trumpet player and an incredible singer. Growing up, his musicality was ingrained in me."

 

Stefano started playing piano at age 5, but before he hit his teens, he discovered a love of singing. He excelled in choir, but had a flair for singing almost anything. In college, he studied opera and jazz, but by then he knew his musical destiny would take him in a contemporary pop direction.

　
Destiny almost ended it all for Stefano, after a 2009 head-on collision with a drunk driver left him with multiple broken bones. He even had to learn how to walk again. As if this wasn’t enough of a wake-up call, a negligent driving arrest some months later finally opened his eyes. 

　
"I survived and knew I had to do something with my life," Stefano remembers, adding that after his own brush with the law he admitted, "What I was doing was not the right thing. I was in school full time, working full time, and I wasn’t doing my music. So I quit my job, started doing YouTube videos, did shows in Seattle and tried out for ‘American Idol.’"

　
His brilliant run on the show rocketed him to household-name status. Stefano stole hearts (and won votes) for his performances of songs such as Stevie Wonder’s "Lately," Lionel Ritchie’s "Hello" and the Percy Sledge classic, "When a Man Loves a Woman." The camaraderie among the Top 10 finalists that year was palpable, and today, a year later, he remains close with all of them.

　
But unlike his fellow Idols, instead of departing for home after leaving the show, Stefano stayed in L.A., where he captained his post-Idol career. "After I got voted off, I didn’t stop at all," Stefano says. "I did everything to put myself in the best position possible. I kept going 100 m.p.h. and I didn’t let myself rest. I was keeping my name out there, and that put me in a good position."

　
Better than good. Stefano is about to set the world on fire with his debut single, which will receive its broadcast premiere on a special April 26 homecoming performance on "American Idol." Once his album drops later in 2012, Stefano knows that the destiny he worked so hard to construct will come to pass. 

　
"The music I’m putting out is all good, all happy," he says. "It’s tough times in this world now. People want to feel good. I’ve been on a roll and I want others to feel that and have a great time."

 

